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content with promises, but demanded guarantees and control.
The Turkish government refused.

The insurrection in Herzegovina became a real war. Later
the Bulgarian peasants, excited by a committee, made a slight
attempt at revolt (May, 1876). At the same time, in Salonica,
the Mussulman mob assassinated the French and English
consuls.

Then came a new sort of crisis in Turkey. For some years
there had been increasing dissatisfaction with Sultan Abdul-Aziz
and his extravagances. He was said to be insane. Among the
Mussulmans, mainly of the younger generation, had sprung up
a party, Young Turkey, demanding a constitution. As early as
1868 Kereddin held that according to the tradition of Solyman,
ulcmas and ministers had the right to remonstrate with the Sul-
tan, and, if he should persist in violating the law and following
out his caprices, the right to depose him. A manifesto issued by
Mussulman patriots to the foreign powers (March, 1876) said:
" If instead of a despot Turkey possessed a wise monarch who
would lean on a consulting Chamber composed of representa-
tives from all our races and religions, she would be saved. That
is the true solution, and it is not contrary to the Koran; the
Turkish government is elective."

Young Turkey profited by the excitement following the Bul-
garian insurrection. The theological students (softas) came en
masse before the palace. The Sultan sent to ask what they
wanted. " We want nothing," they said, " but the reigning gov-
ernment is good for nothing." The Sultan was alarmed, imme-
diately dismissed his grand vizier (May 18), then took as his
minister one of the leaders of Young Turkey, Midhat-Pasha
(May 19). This was the minister who made terms with the guar-
dian of the faith, the Scheik-ul-Islam, getting from him a de-
cision declaring the Sultan incapable of carrying on the govern-
ment Abdul-Aziz was deposed (March 30, 1876), and imme-
diately after it was announced that he had killed himself. His
nephew, Mourad V., was proclaimed his successor, but very soon
became insane. He was deposed and replaced by Abdul-Hamid
(August 31, 1876). Midhat governed in the name of the Sultan.

Midhat had to reply to Europe's demand in behalf of the
Christians of Herzegovina, that a commision be sent to make re-
forms under the supervision of the European consuls. Then he
had to fight the Bulgarian insurgents. As the regular army was
busy in Herzegovina, bands of irregulars, half brigands (Bashi-